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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 1991 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, GW, UR, WB 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA ATTACK ON INTERIOR MINISTERS 
MEETING IN BERLIN 

REF: A) MOSCOW 14003 B) BONN 19869 

1. PRAVDA COMMENTARY ON SEPTEMBER 19 MEETING IN BERLIN 
OF LAENDER INTERIOR MINISTERS (REF A) RECEIVED PROMINENT 
TREATMENT IN BERLIN PRESS OCT 2 AS DID SENAT SPOKESMAN 
STRUVE'S REBUTTAL THAT SUCH MEETINGS WILL CONTINUE TO 
OCCUR IN BERLIN IN CONFOMITY WITH QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT 
AND THAT EFFORTS TO DRIVE WEDGE BETWEEN FRG, ALLIES AND 
SENAT WERE "RIDICULOUS AND USELESS." WE ALREADY HEARD 
LAST WEEK CRITICISMS IN POLITICAL CIRCLES OF ALLEGED 
ALLIED PASSIVITY IN PERMITTING IMPRESSION THAT ALLIES 
DO NOT REBUT SOVIET CHARGES. ACCORDINGLY, WE THINK THAT 
WE SHOULD RESPOND TO FURTHER PRAVDA CHARGES WITH STATEMENT 
BY CHAIRMAN ALLIED PRESS OFFICER (BRITISH) CONTAINING 
THRUST OF REBUTTAL MADE BY FRENCH CHAIRMAN POLAD LAST 
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PROPOSING TO ALLIED MISSIONS: 

BEGIN TEXT: IN CONNECTION WITH STORIES WHICH HAVE APPEARED 
RECENTLY IN THE PRESS IN MOSCOW AND EAST BERLIN CONCERNING 
A STATEMENT MADE LAST MONTH BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
SOVIET EMBASSY TO THE CHAIRMAN ALLIED POLITICAL 
ADVISER ON THE MEETING OF LAENDER INTERIOR MINISTER S IN 
BERLIN, I HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED TO SAY THAT THAT STATEMENT 
WAS REJECTED AS UNFOUNDED BY THE ALLIED REPRESENTATIVE AT 
THE TIME. THE CHAIRMAN ALLIED POLITICAL ADVISER NOTED 
THAT THE ALLIES HAD DEALT PREVIOUSLY WITH SIMILAR 
ASSERTIONS ON THE PART OF THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES AND 
CONTINUED TO BELIEVE THAT THE MEETING IN QUESTION WAS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT. END TEXT. 

2. ALLIED MISSIONS PRESENTLY HAVE INSTRUCTIONS (REF B) 

THAT CHAIRMAN POLAD (BRITISH) CHOULD CHIDE SOVIET EMBASSY 
COUNSELLOR KHOTULEV INFORMALLY AT NEXT AVAILABLE 
OPPORTUNITY OVER UNUSUAL STEP SOVIETS TOOK IN SEPTEMBER 
OF GOING TO PRESS WITH THEIR PROTEST. THIS APPRAOCH HAS 
NOT YET BEEN MADE, HOWEVER. IN VIEW OF PRAVDA ARTICLE 
WHICH SPECIFICALLY ATTACKS ALLIES FOR FAILURE TO REPLY 
TO SOVIET PROTEST AND HIDING BEHIND SENAT, WE ARE URGING 
CHAIRMAN POLAD CALL ON KHOTULEV AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO 
MAKE THE APPROACH. GEORGE 
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